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2018 NYSAC Fall Seminar 
Standing Committee on Transportation and Public Works  
Resolution #1 
 

Resolution Urging State Action to Assure Effective Control of Wildlife 
Populations at Airports  

WHEREAS, wildlife populations can pose a threat to aviation operations in and 
around airports and cause significant damage to aircraft, lengthy flight delays and 
threats to the safety of passengers and residents of surrounding communities; and  
 
WHEREAS, airports employ best humane practices to keep wildlife populations at bay 
by erecting fences, building walls, constructing storm water ponds, using pulsating 
lights and other mechanisms; and  
 
WHEREAS, despite these efforts, deer, birds, coyote and other wildlife still make their 
way onto runways, tarmacs and into flight paths; and   
 
WHEREAS, according to FAA data, about 90 percent of bird strikes take place at or 
near airports, usually while taking off or landing, with 898 collisions between aircraft 
and white-tailed deer in the United States from 1990 to 2010; and 
 
WHEREAS, wildlife strikes to U.S. civil aircraft cost about $718 million in damage to 
aircraft and about 567,000 hours of civil aircraft down time annually, and result in 
injuries to pilots and passengers; and 
 
WHEREAS, the NYS Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) recognizes 
that wildlife population reduction is necessary at airports and other public facilities and 
issues permits to authorized persons to use certain firearms and techniques to remove 
from these aviation properties deer and other wildlife that pose a threat; and   
 
WHEREAS, some previously permitted wildlife management methods are now no 
longer available with the potential for negative impacts on the safety of airport 
operations, making it more difficult for airports to effectively keep the runways and 
facilities clear of animal obstructions and interference and safe for aircraft, passengers, 
and airport communities.  
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that controlling wildlife populations 
around airports is critical to ensuring the safety of travelers, aircraft crews and 
surrounding neighborhoods; and   
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the New York State Association of Counties 
(NYSAC) supports state regulatory action and, if necessary, the enactment of legislation 
to reinstate the authorization and use of certain successful wildlife management 
techniques in a strictly controlled manner by government employees acting in an official 
capacity or persons acting pursuant to a permit to continue to effectively control wildlife 
populations at airports and surrounding areas; and  
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that copies of this resolution be sent to the counties 
of New York State encouraging member counties to enact similar resolutions; and 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that NYSAC shall forward copies of this resolution to 
Governor Andrew M. Cuomo, the New York State Legislature and all others deemed 
necessary and proper. 



91 
 
 

 

2018 NYSAC Fall Seminar  
Standing Committee on Transportation and Public Works  
Resolution #2 
 
Resolution Urging Airport Capital Funding Programs Be Made Permanent 

in the State Budget 

 
WHEREAS, airports play a critical role in New York State’s economy, job growth and 
transportation infrastructure, providing commercial air service, business aviation 
functions and supporting homeland security and critical emergency response for all of 
New York’s local and regional communities and for the nation; and  
 
WHEREAS, according to data from the New York State Department of Transportation 
and updated figures from the Port Authority of NY-NJ, the aviation industry contributes 
over $72.3 billion in annual economic activity in New York State and more than 506,372 
New York based jobs in aviation or aviation-related industries, generates $25.8 billion 
in payroll and well over $6 billion in state and local tax revenue annually; and  
 
WHEREAS, in 2016 Governor Andrew Cuomo initiated a $190 million state 
investment to revitalize New York State airports and subsequently enacted budgets have 
included funding for the Aviation Capital Grant Program that helps the state realize the 
full potential of its airports and aviation industries; and  
 
WHEREAS, the Competition to Revitalize Upstate Airports has awarded six airports 
funding for projects that enhance safety, improve operations and access, reduce 
environmental impacts, create better passenger experiences and leverage private 
investments; and  
 
WHEREAS, the Competition has now exhausted the available funding, leaving most 
other airports still in need of state assistance to update and expand their facilities and 
improve service; and  
 
WHEREAS, the 2018-19 Executive Budget includes $12.5 million for the Aviation 
Capital Grant Program for the next two years; a reduction of $10 million per year from 
the 2016-17 and 2017-18 levels of $22.5 million; and 
 
WHEREAS, while this funding is welcomed and will be used for airport infrastructure 
and critical safety enhancements and business and economic development projects, 
creating and sustaining construction and aviation-related jobs, the reduced levels of 
state financial commitment is concerning and falls short of what is needed by the large 
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number of airports in New York that are owned by counties and other local 
governments; and  
 
WHEREAS, New York has no dedicated revenue source or permanent state capital 
program for airports and must rely on annual appropriations in the state budget for 
funding critical airport projects.  
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the New York State Association of 
Counties (NYSAC) does hereby commend Governor Cuomo and the Legislature for the 
state’s financial commitments to New York airports that will help fund critical airport 
infrastructure rehabilitation, improvement, and expansion projects; and  
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that NYSAC urges the Governor and the Legislature 
to provide increased, recurring, and reliable funding for the maintenance and 
development of all the state’s airports through a robust Aviation Capital Grant Program 
and a reauthorization and new round of funding for the Competition to Revitalize 
Upstate Airports; and  
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that copies of this resolution be sent to the counties 
of New York State encouraging member counties to enact similar resolutions; and 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that NYSAC shall forward copies of this resolution to 
Governor Andrew M. Cuomo, the New York State Legislature and all others deemed 
necessary and proper.  
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2018 Fall Seminar 
Standing Committee on Transportation and Public Works 
Resolution #3 
 

Resolution Urging the Enactment of an Increase in the Statutory CHIPS 
Bidding Threshold 

WHEREAS, regular incremental raises in the competitive bidding threshold for 
highway projects are necessary to compensate for increases in inflation impacting 
material, transportation, labor, equipment and other highway construction costs; and 

WHEREAS, under current law, the local assistance funds allocated for local street or 
highway projects under the Consolidated Local Street and Highway Improvement 
Program (CHIPS) are used to undertake work on projects either with the municipality's 
own resources and work forces or by competitively-bid contracts; and 

WHEREAS, when the estimate for the contract work exceeds $250,000, the work 
must be performed by contract let by competitive bid in accordance with the provisions 
for competitive bidding in the General Municipal Law; and 

WHEREAS, the last increase in the competitive bidding threshold was in 2011 to bring 
the threshold up from $100,000 to the current $250,000 level; and 

WHEREAS, legislation has been introduced in both houses of the State Legislature to 
increase the amount of the current cost threshold from $250,000 to $500,000 over 
which local highway and bridge construction work under the CHIPS program must be 
contracted through a competitive bid; and 

WHEREAS, under the legislation, projects which have construction contract work in 
excess of $500,000 would continue to be subject to the mandatory competitive bid 
process. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the New York State Association of 
Counties (NYSAC) supports S.6928/A.8808 (2018) to enact an increase in the CHIPS 
bidding threshold to give municipalities flexibility and the option to bid out or perform 
in-house projects that cost less than $500,000. This will allow more opportunities for 
local governments to act to minimize the cost of its transportation projects on behalf of 
local taxpayers; and  

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that copies of this resolution be sent to the counties 
of New York State encouraging member counties to enact similar resolutions; and 
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that NYSAC shall forward copies of this resolution to 
Governor Andrew M. Cuomo, the New York Legislature and all others deemed necessary 
and proper.   
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2018 NYSAC Fall Seminar 
Standing Committee on Transportation and Public Works  
Resolution #4 

Resolution Urging the State to Increase Its Commitment to the 
Consolidated Local Streets and Highway Improvement Program (CHIPS) 

and Other Local Road, Bridge and Culvert Programs 

WHEREAS, funding from the Consolidated Local Streets and Highway Improvement 
Program (CHIPS) and state assistance to local governments through BRIDGE NY, PAVE 
NY and Extreme Winter Recovery (EWR) programs is helping counties to meet the 
overwhelming needs of the locally-owned transportation systems; and  

WHEREAS, while this funding is most welcomed and already being put to good use, 
locally-owned roads and bridges account for 87 percent of the state’s 110,000 miles of 
roadways and 50 percent of the state’s 18,000 bridges, and counties still struggle to 
raise enough funding for the maintenance and replacement of this vast system of aging 
and ailing infrastructure; and 

WHEREAS, CHIPS is the financial lifeblood of any local highway department, 
distributing vital and reoccurring state funding through a formula to every local 
government in the state, yet the current 2018-2019 State Budget holds the base level for 
CHIPS at $438M for the sixth year in a row; and  

WHEREAS, studies show that 48 percent of road pavements are rated fair or poor, and 
that increased funding is necessary to compensate for increases in inflation impacting 
material, transportation, labor, equipment and other highway construction costs; and 

WHEREAS, New York State Comptroller Thomas P. DiNapoli reports that 20.7% of 
bridges in New York are functionally obsolete and 12.8% are structurally deficient and 
the cost to repair these bridges is $27.4 billion dollars with local bridges more likely to 
be structurally deficient than state-owned bridges; and 

WHEREAS, programs designed to direct state funding to local transportation 
infrastructure, such as CHIPS, PAVE NY, BRIDGE NY and EWR, must be continued and 
enhanced to improve the conditions of New York’s local roads, bridges and culverts; and 

WHEREAS, with the state’s promise of MTA-NYSDOT capital plan parity and the 
commitments of hundreds of millions of additional dollars to address the critical needs 
of the NYC transit systems, there is the expectation for a comparable increase in funding 
to address the unmet needs of other state and local transportation infrastructure; and  

WHEREAS, a safe and efficient statewide integrated transportation system is 
necessary for trade, economic development and revitalization, job creation and 
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retention, schools, agriculture, businesses, health and hospital facilities and emergency 
responders, as well as the general traveling public.  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the New York State Association of 
Counties (NYSAC) commends Governor Cuomo and the New York State Legislature for 
their support of programs that provide direct state investments in local roads, bridges 
and culverts and urges that the state assistance to local highway departments continues, 
and appropriated at substantially increased levels in the 2019-2020 state budget; and  

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that our state elected officials continue to partner 
with local governments to champion an increase in CHIPS funding and continue to fully 
fund PAVE NY and a new round of BRIDGE NY, thus building upon programs that 
provide a fair distribution of funds to municipalities throughout the state and maximize 
flexibility for local highway departments to direct this funding to priority maintenance, 
pavement preservation, and bridge and culvert rehabilitation projects where it is needed 
most; and  

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that copies of this resolution be sent to the counties 
of New York State encouraging member counties to enact similar resolutions; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that NYSAC shall forward copies of this resolution to 
Governor Andrew M. Cuomo, the New York State Legislature, and all others deemed 
necessary and proper. 
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